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1. FOREIGN MINISTER BAC PLEASED TO ACCEPT SECRETARY'S INVITATION 
TO MEET WITH HIM 9:30 A.M. SEPTEMBER 30 IN NEW YORK. 

(FOREGOING FYI ONLY SINCE FORMAL RESPONSE WILL COME VIA GVN 
MISSION IN NEW YORK.) 

2. THE FONMIN TOLD ME TODAY HE HAD ASKED AMBASSADOR PHUONG TO 
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY OF CALLING ON THE PRESIDENT WHILE BAC IS IN 
WASHINGTON AND ASKED ME TO SUPPORT THIS REQUEST. I TOLD HIM ONLY 
THAT I WOULD CONVEY HIS REQUEST. BAC PLANS TO BE IN WASHINGTON 
OCTOBER 2-6 BUT MOST LIKELY WILL BE ABLE TO ADJUST THOSE DATES AS 
MAY BE NECESSARY TO SUIT THE WHITE HOUSE. 

3. WE RECOGNIZE THE DEMANDS ON THE PRESIDENT S TIME. HOWEVER, 

IN LIGHT OF THE RENEWED NORTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY PRESSURE, THE 
CURRENT ATTEMPTS TO MANIPULATE THE INTERNAL VIETNAMSE POLITICAL 
SITUATION TO HANOI'S ADVANTAGE AND THE UNCERTAINTIES SURROUNDING 
US ASSISTANCE I HOPE IT WILL BE POSSIBLE FOR THE PRESIDENT TO RECEIVE 
MINISTER BAC SOME TIME IN EARLY OCTOBER IN WASHINGTON. 

LEHMANN 
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